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The students did a fantastic job with their Mass parts this week!  Thank you for helping 

them to practice at home.  I’m very happy to see their confidence when they go up to the altar to 

do their parts.    

Here is what we did in the classroom this week: 

Religion-  We discussed Joseph and his eleven brothers this week.   

Social Studies-  We discussed the importance of the Mississippi River, the Southeast region’s 

long growing season and the crops that they make, the importance of coal, and the Nile River 

this week. 

English/Writing-  We worked on a few grammar problems this week for review, and the 

students also wrote in their own notebooks about topics that they chose on their own.  I read a 

book called “Atlantic” to them which gave them information about the Atlantic Ocean as if the 

ocean itself was telling the story.  Then they were asked to write in their notebooks about a thing 

(other than a person) that could write a story about itself.  I also read part of a book called “I 

Wonder Why the Sea is Salty”, and they were asked to write some questions that they had about 

a nonfiction topic.  I read a book called “Hello Ocean” that described the ocean using all five 

senses.  The students were then asked to write about a place using sensory details to add variety 

to their sentences.  Finally, I read a book called “In November”, and the students were given the 

opportunity to write about a month that they like.   

Reading-  The third graders practiced a visualization reading strategy this week.  I read a poem 

called “Seal” to them, and they were asked to close their eyes and picture what I was saying in 

their minds.  I also read a book called “Cherries and Cherry Pits” to them.  They were asked to 

close their eyes and visualize a part of the book that I read to them, and then they were asked to 

draw their visualizations on paper.  They shared their pictures with their classmates and 

compared their pictures to the illustration from the book.  The fourth graders listened to part of a 

book called “Shattering Earthquakes” and learned about the text features in nonfiction books 

such as chapter titles, headings, map and map key, photographs, captions, bold words, text 

boxes, table of contents, glossaries, and indexes.  After reading another article (“The Wonderful 

World of Whales”), they learned that diagrams, illustrations, and labels are also included in 

expository texts.   

Spelling-  The third graders had spelling words with short and long “i” sounds while the fourth 

graders had spelling words that included short and long “a” sounds.      



Math-  The third graders learned about benchmark numbers, comparing and ordering numbers, 

using a bar graph, and rounding to the nearest 10, 100, and 1,000 this week.  The fourth graders 

learned how to estimate sums and differences, add and subtract 4-digit numbers, subtract across 

zeros, and when to estimate or find exact answers to word problems.   

Science-  We discussed ecosystems and biomes this week.   

Here are their spelling words for next week: 

3
rd

 Grade-  rocket, pocket, hold, told, often, grow, throne, so, sew, most, almost, both, coach, 

open, also 

4
th

 Grade-  then, else, edge, when, tenth, empty, sketch, spelling, easy, eager, sneakers, mean, 

fifteen, receive, piece, believe, people, squeeze 

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.  Grades will be updated often on 

OptionC.   

Have a great weekend! 

~Ms. Klein~ 


