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The first week of school is now over, and I think that we are off to a great start!  I was 

very pleased to see how well the students have adapted to being back at school.  The third 

graders have adjusted nicely to the new classroom, and they already understand the routines and 

expectations.  The fourth graders remember my expectations and rules, and they have also 

noticed a few differences in the classroom this year.   

 I have included a few attachments to this week’s newsletter to keep you informed of a 

few things that I will be implementing in the classroom.  I have included copies of “Think 

Sheets” that I have available in case I need to use them.  I have not used these sheets in a very 

long time, and I don’t anticipate needing them.  However, I always like to have a discipline 

system in place “just in case.”  A new program that we are implementing school-wide is a 

positive reinforcement system that allows students to earn rewards for good behavior.  I have 

attached a “Rockin’ Rewards” chart that is similar to what your child will have in the classroom.  

Students will be able to earn stickers for good behavior, and when their chart is full they can 

choose a reward.  I have told my students that they will receive a sticker when I believe that they 

do something that I consider to be special.  In other words, I do not anticipate giving them 

stickers for following directions or working in class because those are expectations that I have 

always had anyway.  I am looking for behaviors that would be considered to be “good deeds” or 

for being a good friend or helping someone on the playground who got hurt, just to name a few 

examples in addition to having good attitudes.  If other teachers specifically compliment them, 

that would be another reason to earn a sticker.  I also told them that they will not always receive 

stickers for everything that they do because it is not possible to “catch” them at everything.  One 

of the signs in my room says, “Do the right thing…even when no one is looking.”  Hopefully, we 

WILL be looking and will “catch them being good.”   

 I have also included a list of rewards that they can earn when they fill up their behavior 

charts, Reading charts, and Rocket Math charts.  I know that some of them are very excited and 

motivated after hearing about some of the choices.  I think that they will have plenty of 

opportunities to earn rewards in my classroom if they choose to do so.  If your child reads at 

night, please fill out the reading log.  I look at their reading logs every morning, and if they read 

I will put a check mark on the paper to verify that your child received stickers for his or her 

chart.  I give them one sticker for every ten minutes that they read at home.   

 I have also included a copy of the letter that you will receive when your child is “Star 

Student of the Week” as well as our classroom schedule for this year.  We will start our “Star 

Student of the Week” program next week.  Our classroom schedule is different than it was last 



year, and on most days I will not have a break from 11:20-3:00.  Therefore, if there is something 

that I need to know right away (such as if your child is going home a different way than usual or 

some other time-sensitive information), please call the office and let Donna know because I will 

probably not be able to check my email in the afternoons.  Otherwise, please feel free to email 

me, and I can assure you that I will respond to your email as soon as I can.  I have also included 

a “Student Information Sheet”.  Please fill it out and return it to school so that I can get your 

input and information about the upcoming school year.   

 We did a lot of “Getting to Know You” activities this week.  I learned a lot about the 

students, and I think they might have learned a few things about each other too!  We also talked a 

lot about being kind to others and to have good attitudes in school and on the playground.  We 

also did a few academic activities (such as “Daily Work”) that helped me to see how they 

perform when it comes to their academic work.  I’ve started to incorporate grades on OptionC, 

and I will be updating them more often starting next week.  We will start academic work in all 

areas next week.  This will be an entirely new routine for the third graders, and I know that it 

might take some of them awhile to adjust to the new expectations and my teaching style.  

However, I think that they will do well based on what I have seen this week.  Next Friday they 

will take their first Spelling Test.  I will also give them a Math test (multiple choice) to see how 

they adapt to that as well.  They will be taking a Rocket Math/Minute Math quiz every day, and I 

would like for them to read for at least 20 minutes every weeknight if possible.   

Here are their spelling words for next week: 

3
rd

 Grade-  said, ask, stand, catch, eight, afraid, away, always, playing, waved, takes, than, great, 

they, prey 

4
th

 Grade-  bridge, gravity, hungry, eclipse, secret, applaud, laundry, trouble, attract, twilight, 

between, describe, snowflake, freedom, slimy, glance, burglar, switch 

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.  Grades will be updated often on 

OptionC.   

Have a great weekend! 

~Ms. Klein~ 


